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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, the phrase "about" in line 1 renders the claim 
indefinite. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1, 3-8, 11, 13- 16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sparks et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,167,382 in view of Takakura et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 5,752,053. 

As per claim 1 t Sparks et al. ("Sparks") teaches an interactive system for 
permitting a user with a computer and display screen to design and generate, through a 
global computer information network connection with a server, a web page composite 
image including shapes, graphical images, and text, said system comprising: 

means for permitting the user to create an outline of an image of a predetermined 
two dimensional shape and size on the display screen (see Sparks, column 5, lines 22 - 
27; the examiner interprets a shell as a predetermined two dimensional shape and size 
on the display screen), 

files for producing a plurality of graphical images and shapes stored at a server 
software storage remote from the user (see Sparks column 2, lines 50 - 59 and column 
3, lines 13-18), 

means for permitting the user through a browser to selectively download said 
files for producing graphical images and shapes and to incorporate selected graphical 
images into said outline on the display screen (see Sparks, column 2, lines 50 - 59; it is 
inherent that the client uses a browser to select low resolution templates and images), 

means for permitting the user to add lines of text into said outline (see Sparks, 
column 5, lines 27 -29), 
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Sparks does not teach means for permitting the user to upload graphical images 
stored in the user's computer into said outline, and means for permitting the user to 
utilize a position indicating device with said user's computer to vary the sizes and 
relative positions of the text, shapes and graphical images within the outline of the 
computer screen, whereby a complete composite image within the outline can be 
created by the user and modified by the user with the entire image being continuously 
seen on the user's display screen during its creation. 

Takakura et al. ("Takakura") teaches means for permitting the user to upload 
graphical images stored in the user's computer into said outline (see Takakura, column 
4, lines 63-65 and column 19, lines 58-61; it is inherent that file addresses of the 
forms link to file addresses on the user's computer because it is taught that the 
document data is stored in the hard disk unit of the user's computer), and means for 
permitting the user to utilize a position indicating device with said user's computer to 
vary the sizes and relative positions of the text, shapes and graphical images within the 
outline of the computer screen (see Takakura, column 4, lines 40 - 44 and column 22, 
lines 4-11), whereby a complete composite image within the outline can be created by 
the user and modified by the user with the entire image being continuously seen on the 
user's display screen during its creation (see Takakura, figure 3E, items 20 - 22 and 
column 6, lines 3-10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate the system of Takakura with the system of 
Sparks in order to allow forms to be input and edited to arbitrary positions on a 
document while observing the state of the print bound document. 
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As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 1 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches means at said server 
storage for providing a high resolution output of said complete composite image created 
by said user (see Sparks, column 3, lines 19-47). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 1 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a system according to 
claim 1 wherein said graphical Images downloadable from said server are in the form of 
a plurality of different categories of similar types of images with a number of different 
selections being provided in each category, and means for permitting the user to select 
desired images from one or more categories (see Sparks, column 5, lines 65 - 66, and 
column 6, lines 4 - 7). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 4, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 4 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a system according to 
claim 4 wherein one of said categories include various types of frames and borders for 
said composite image (see Sparks, column 7, lines 42 - 43; the examiner interprets 
templates as a category of content object, and it is inherent that they define the types of 
frames and borders for said composite image). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sparks and Takakura teach the 
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system of claim 1 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches means at said server 
for downloading a low resolution image of said graphical image stored at the server 
while retaining a high resolution image at the server for a subsequent high quality 
printing of the complete composite image by the server (see Sparks, column 2, lines 50 
- 64 and column 3, lines 1 3 - 1 8 and 43 - 47). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 1 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a system according to 
claim I wherein said uploaded graphical images include digital photographic images 
(see Sparks, figure 32; the examiner interprets the images of sandwiches displayed in 
the figure as photographic images). 

As per claim 8, Sparks teaches an interactive system for permitting a user with a 
computer and display screen to design and generate, through a global communication 
network connection with a server, a web page composite image suitable for high quality 
printing, said image including shapes, graphical images, and text, said system 
comprising 

means for permitting the user to create an outline of an image of a predetermined 
two dimensional shape and size on the display screen (see Sparks, column 5, lines 22 - 
27; the examiner interprets a shell as a predetermined two dimensional shape and size 
on the display screen), 
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files for producing a plurality of high resolution graphical images and shapes 
stored at a server software storage area remote from the user (see Sparks, column 3, 
lines 19-20), 

means for permitting the user to through a browser to selectively download said 
files for producing graphical images in low resolution and to incorporate selected 
graphical images into said outline on the display screen (see Sparks, column 2, lines 50 
- 59 and column 3, lines 13 - 1 8; it is inherent that the client uses a browser to select 
low resolution templates and images), 

means for permitting said user to add lines of text into said outline (see Sparks, 
column 5, lines 27 - 29), 

and means at said server for providing a high resolution image of said complete 
composite image suitable for high quality printing (see Sparks, column 3, lines 19 - 20). 

Sparks does not teach means for permitting the user to upload graphical images 
stored in the user's computer into said outline, and means for permitting the user to vary 
the sizes and relative positions of the text and images within the outline on the computer 
screen to create a complete composite image within the outline to the user's 
specifications. 

Takakura teaches means for permitting the user to upload graphical images 
stored in the user's computer into said outline (see Takakura, column 4, lines 63 - 65 
and column 1 9, lines 58 - 61 ; it is inherent that file addresses of the forms link to file 
addresses on the user's computer because it is taught that the document data is stored 
in the hard disk unit of the user's computer), and means for permitting the user to vary 
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the sizes and relative positions of the text and images within the outline on the computer 
screen to create a complete composite image within the outline to the user's 
specifications (see Takakura, column 22, lines 4 — 11). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the system of 
Takakura with the system of Sparks in order to allow forms to be input and edited to 
arbitrary positions on a document while observing the state of the print bound 
document. 

As per claim 11, which is dependent on claim 8, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 8 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a system according to 
claim 8 wherein said uploaded graphical images include digital photographic images 
(see Sparks, figure 32; the examiner interprets the images of sandwiches displayed in 
the figure as photographic images). 

As per claim 13, Sparks teaches a method for creating on a computer display 
screen a composite image from diverse sources comprising: 

creating an outline of a predetermined two-dimensional shape and size on the 
display screen (see Sparks, column 5, lines 22 - 27; the examiner interprets a shell as a 
predetermined two dimensional shape and size on the display screen), 

downloading one or more graphical images and shapes from a server source of 
such graphical images and shapes by means of a browser and incorporating the 
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selected graphical images and shapes into said outline on the display screen (see 
Sparks, column 2, lines 50 - 59 and column 3, lines 13 - 18; it is inherent that the client 
uses a browser to select low resolution templates and images), 

adding text into said outline (see Sparks, column 5, lines 27 - 29), 

uploading a graphical image into the outline on the display screen (see Sparks, 
column 2, lines 59 - 64; it is inherent that the graphical image selected by the user is 
uploaded and displayed on the display screen), 

and sending the composite image including uploaded and downloaded images, 
shapes and text to the server through the browser so that said server can produce a 
high resolution output of said composite image for high quality printing on an end 
product (see Sparks, column 3, lines 19-20). 

Sparks does not teach repositioning the text as desired and resizing and 
repositioning the uploaded and downloaded graphical images and shapes in real time 
on the display screen as desired. Takakura teaches repositioning the text as desired 
and resizing and repositioning the uploaded and downloaded graphical images and 
shapes in real time on the display screen as desired (see Takakura, column 22, lines 4 
-11). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the system of Takakura with the system of Sparks in order to 
allow forms to be input and edited to arbitrary positions on a document while observing 
the state of the print bound document. 



As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 13, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
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method of claim 13 (see rejection above). Sparks does not teach wherein the steps of 
resizing and repositioning said text, shapes and graphical images is accomplished with 
a position indicating device. Takakura teaches a method according to claim 13 wherein 
the steps of resizing and repositioning said text, shapes and graphical images is 
accomplished with a position indicating device (see Takakura, column 4, lines 40 - 44). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to incorporate the method of Takakura with the method of Sparks in order to allow for 
easier usability of the software. 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 13, Takakura and Sparks teach the 
method of claim 13 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a method according 
to claim 13 wherein the uploaded graphical image is a digital photographic image (see 
Sparks, figure 32; the examiner interprets the images of sandwiches displayed in the 
figure as photographic images). 

As per claim 16, Sparks teaches a method for permitting a user with a computer 
and display screen to create on-line through his browser and a global communication 
network a composite image from diverse sources, said composite image being suitable 
for high quality printing output, said method comprising: 

providing a collection of high resolution graphical images and shapes and 
permitting said user to download through his browser copies of said high resolution 
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graphical images and shapes (see Sparks, column 2, lines 50 - 64; it is inherent that 
the low-resolution images are linked to corresponding high-resolution images and 
therefore the collection of low resolution images reflects a collection of high resolution 
images), 

providing a downloadable program through a browser to said user to permit the 
user to create said composite image in a predetermined size and shape canvas on the 
user's display screen, said program including means to permit the user to add text and 
user uploaded images to the canvas (see Sparks, column 9, lines 43 - 53, column 9, 
line 64 - column 1 0, line 5, and column 1 0, lines 54 - 60), 

and saving the completed composite image from the user in its component parts 
of text, graphical images and shapes so that the composite image can be recreated as 
a high resolution image suitable for high quality printing (see Sparks, column 3, lines 4 - 
7 and lines 19-25). 

Sparks does not teach to resize and reposition all of said text, shapes and 
graphical images within the canvas on the display screen in real time. Takakura 
teaches to resize and reposition all of text, shapes and graphical images within the 
canvas on the display screen in real time (see Takakura, figure 2C, ref. num. 19 and 
column 3, lines 6-11 and 16-18). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Takakura with the 
method of Sparks in order to allow forms to be input and edited to arbitrary positions on 
a document while observing the state of the print bound document. 
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As per claim 18, which is dependent on claim 16, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
method of claim 16 (see rejection above). Sparks does not teach a method according to 
claim 16 wherein said program permits the user to use a position indicating device to 
resize and reposition the text, shapes and graphical images on the canvas. Takakura 
teaches wherein said program permits the user to use a position indicating device to 
resize and reposition the text, shapes and graphical images on the canvas (see 
Takakura, column 4, lines 40 - 44). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Takakura with the 
method of Sparks in order to allow for easier usability of the software. 

As per claim 19, which is dependent on claim 16, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
method of claim 16 (see rejection above). Sparks further teaches a method according to 
claim 16 wherein said copies of the graphical images downloaded to the user are at a 
low resolution (see Sparks, column 3, lines 13-18). 

Claims 2, 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sparks et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,167,382 in view of Takakura et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,752,053 as applied to claims 1, 8, and 13 above, and further in view of Blumberg et 
al., U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0140325. 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , Sparks and Takakura teach the 
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system of claim 1 (see rejection above). Sparks and Takakura teach a system 
according to claim 1 including means for storing said text and shapes as modified by 
said user and said uploaded and selected graphical images at said server storage (see 
rejection above). Sparks and Takakura do not teach means for storing said text and 
shapes as modified by said user and said uploaded and selected graphical images in 
XML code. Blumberg et al. ("Blumberg") teaches storing graphical components in XML 
code (see Blumberg, paragraph 0180, lines 6-10). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the system of 
Blumberg with the system of Sparks and Takakura in order to allow for a standardized 
method of storing and delivering graphical objects through the internet. 

As per claims 12 and 17, they are of similar scope to claim 2 and are rejected 
under the same rationale (see rejection above). 



Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sparks et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,167,382 in view of Takakura et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,752,053 as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Itoh et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,617,115. 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 8, Sparks and Takakura teach the 
system of claim 8 (see rejection above). Sparks and Takakura do not teach a system 
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according to claim 8 wherein said high resolution image is 300 dpi or better. Itoh et al. 
("Itoh") discloses wherein a high resolution image is 400 dpi (see Itoh, column 1, lines 
26 - 29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the system of Itoh with the system of Sparks and Takakura in 
order to allow for a high quality print of the image to be created. 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 9, Sparks, Takakura and Itoh teach 
the system of claim 8 (see rejection above). Sparks and Takakura do not teach a 
system according to claim 9 wherein said low resolution image is less than or equal to 
100 dpi. Itoh teaches wherein a low resolution image is equal to 100 dpi (see Itoh, 
column 1 , line 65 - column 2, line 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the system of Itoh with the system of 
Sparks and Takakura in order to allow for the image to be displayed on a small screen. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fitzsimons et al., U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2003/0034991 teaches a method of constructing a composite image. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Umar Arshad whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0329. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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